wrsore cues ASE 


162. Pevaviias ROAD 
MYSORE. 4 


THE 
Dawn of Freedom 


By 


Epitep & PUBLISHED 
By | 
ANAND T. HINGORANI 
: KARACHI 


t PUBLISHED 


uy ae 


(The Dawn 


aes Bs a) P ee ers * Bd 

PRINTED BY J. K. SHARMA AT THE ALLAHAB 
ss LAW JOURNAL PRESS, ALLAHABAD 
, | eto Nee 


V3. 


GANDA) PEACE FONINDATION 
MYSORE CENt RE 
162, R4Mavit as Roan 
MYSORE 


10n 


The Father of Our Nat 


“adia 


Ww 


D 


R 


D 


, 


2 


rites 


Cou 


Se . é 


. GANOH! PEACE FOUNDATION NAVA 


MYSORE CENTRE ee 
67, Prvevit as ROAD ee 
‘a PSO tee 


5th AUGUST, 1947 


eo 


and ptay and spin on 15th of August. Isit not a sign ‘of 
mourning ? It is notso. There is cause for sorrow 
inasmuch as the country has been cut in twain. But 
there is cause, too, for rejoicing in that the British 
Powet is quitting India. 


Thete is more than enough to chasten us. Even 

when there was cause fot unmixed joy as on 6th April, 
1919, when there was country-wide awakening and 
Hindus and Muslims and others freely mixed with 
one another, I had advised the celebration by prayer, 
fasting and spinning. The reason for humbling our- 
selves before God is now infinitely greater when 
brother is fighting brother, when there is shortage of 
food and clothing, and when the country’s leaders 
are called upon to shoulder a burden under which, 
without God’s grace, the strongest back might well 
break. 


Some people are even thinking of having black 
flag demonstrations. Icannot approve of such. There 
is no cause for mourning. 


—MAHATMA GANDHI 


PREFACE 


The dawn which we had long waited, prayed 
and struggled for has at last smiled upon us to-day—the 
15th of August. It is the Dawn of Freedom. 


Greatly welcome as it is, let us not forget that 
it is just a dawn. It has yet to bloom and blossom 
forth into a bright sunny day of full-fledged freedom. 
Real joy, real pride and real glory shall be ours only 
then, and not till then. | 


Just at present, in spite of this dawn, our hearts 
ate heavy with sorrow and suffering; for, our country 
is torn in twain and the violence of a most cowardly 
type is stalking this dear land of ours and there is an 
untold misery and desolation in millions of our homes. 
Therefore, instead of feeling jubilant, it would behove 
us to ptay for the dawn of sanity so that we Indians of 
all castes, creeds and religions may realize our present 
folly and learn to live like brothers at peace with one 
another and the whole world. 


Great Gandhiji has brought us this dawn of freedom 
and he alone can bring us the dawn of sanity, too. 
Would that we listened to him and followed his 
sagacious lead ! 

This small Brochure contains some of his recent 
utterances at the prayer gatherings and they are addressed 
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: 
to all sorts of interests in the country—the Princes and 
the Peasants, the Socialists and the Congressmen, the 
Hindus, the Muslims and the brave Sikhs, the people 
in Pakistan as well as in the Indian Union. These 
utterances embody his oft-repeated message of iu 
and Non-violence. May it go deep down in our hearts 

ANAND T. HINGORANI ~ 
7 Edmonstone Road, Allahabaa 


August 1§, 1947 
“Tre DAWN OF FREEDOM” Day 
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TO THE PRINCES 


In a Free India, we would neither have Birla Ry, 
not Nawab of Bhopal Raj. We would have Panchayat 
Ra. Ina Free India, individuals do not count except 
as such. Therefore, in Kashmir, it is not the Maharaja 
with his soldiery that would count, but the Muslims 
who ate the vast majority there. ‘The same thing applies 
_to the rulers of Hyderabad, Bhopal, Travancore, Baroda 
and the test. I fervently hope that the Hindu and 
Muslim Princes would not take sides. It would be ~— 
an evil day if they did. The Princes, therefore, would be 
wisely advised if they joined the Constituent Assembly. 


— New Delhi : May 31, 1947 


It is well-known that uptil now the Princes have 
lived secure under the shelter of the British guns. Bri- 
tain was the Paramount Power and had concluded 
treaties with some of the Princes. The latter had to do 
the bidding of the Paramount Power. They could 
not even appoint their own Diwans. But Paramountcy 
is now going. 

I advise the Rulers to join one or the other Domi- 
nion rather than be in isolation. It is ridiculous for 
them to remain aloof and to maintain their independent 
existence. The British cannot compel them to join 
one ot the other Dominion. The days of British com- 
pulsion are gone for ever. But it would be wisdom for 
Princes to make their choice and enter one or the other 
Dominion, having due regard to their geographical 
situation and the compulsion of that position. 


Po | 


The British have occasionally hauled a Prince 
over the coals for misgovernance. But, by and [arge, 
the Princes have lived lives of ease and ‘Jaxury and ex- 
ploited their subjects. Now that the Imperial Power 
is going, the Princes would naturally welcome its depar- 
tute in the sense that the weight of ae ey is 
to be withdrawn. 


In another sense, they might foolishly resent the 
Paramountcy of the ryots. I suggest to them that they 
should regard the People’s Paramountcy as a privilege 
to be prized. It would add to their moral weight and 
redound to their credit. But this means that they should 
become truly the first servants of the people. 


They have to show the spirit of service in action. 
They should act on the advice of the Prajamandals 
or teal leaders of the people. This would be wisdom 
and this way alone can the people feel with the rest of 
India the glow of freedom. ~ : 

Prajamandals have no experience of administration 
and running the Government. But same is true of the 
leaders who ate running the Central Government. 
They ate lions outside. In office they have become 
lambs. ‘They are slaving away night and day in order 
to setve the people. Therefore, the Prajamandals are 
to be approached with trust. 

The Princes are on their trial. The taxes they 
receive should be spent for the welfare of the ryots so’ 
that they receive tenfold return for what they pay. 
The States’ people comprise probably one-fourth of the 
whole of India. Will the ten crores of States’ subjects be. 
able to rejoice on the 15th of August? 


A simple Muslim girl has written to me: ‘“Free- 
dom has come. But shall I call it freedom or ruination ?’” 
There is force in what the girl has said. The British 
could have said that Paramountcy would devolve on the 
Dominions and they could have adjudicated as to which 
Dominion each State was to join. They did not un- 
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fortunately choose to do so. Nevertheless, the Princes’ 
toad is clear. Ihope they would choose the right course 
forthwith and assist in making the whole of India, 
though in two parts, a true democracy. There should 
be no mental reservations. Allparties must lay all their 
catds on the table. It is now easy to understand why 
we can have no demonstrative celebration. I recom- 
mend, therefore, the celebration of the event with fasting, 
ptayer and deep heart-searching. 


— New Delhi: Jaly 27, 1947 


ITO THE LANDLORDS AND THE PEASANTS 


We all know how the century-old Raj of the White 


Indigo Planters (in Bihar) ended by the determined 


will and concerted action of all the people and their 
leaders. But I am told that the tyranny of the White 
Rajas is being continued to-day by the Indian Zamindars 
who exploit their ryots economically, terrorize them 
through their officials and escape its due punishment 
through collusion with the authorities. If it is true, 
the Zamindars ate digging their own eraves. Their 
future lies only in being the trustees for their tenants. 


But as a man of truth and justice, I must also dwell 


on the other side of the picture presented to me by the 


Zamindars who tecognize me as a friend because of my 
univetsal friendliness, although they know my identity 


with the masses. They tell me that with the coming of 
_ the Congress Raj, drawing its sanction from the masses, 
the ryots feel that they could commit all sorts of excesses, 


disposses Zamindars of their entire property, destroy 
their crops and terrorize them by other acts of violence. 
Similarly, labourers in mills think, under the influence 
of false propaganda, they can become the masters of the 
mills by damaging them. As one of the masses, I can 


only say to the peasants and the industrial labour that 
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they ate only harming their own cause by this senseless 
policy. They are the real masters, but they must realize 
their strength and know its use. By going mad, the 
millions could easily destroy a handful of Zamindars, 
but ultimately their madness would turn against them- 


selves. 
—Patna: May 23, 1947 


IO THE SOCIALISTS 


Neatly 50 years ago, when I was practising law in 
South Africa, many people used to call themselves 
Socialists. But they were less of Socialists than I was. 
I used to work among labourers. I have made this 
part of my life’s work. This is true Socialism. 

I have always considered myself a true servant of 
the peasants and workers. Thete is a difference in my 
and Jai Prakash Narain’s method of approach towards 
Socialism. Iam firmly of the opinion that even a king 
can be a Socialist by becoming a servant of the people. | 


If we wish to make both the ruler and the ruled 
Socialists, how will we do it? We can convert people 
to Socialism by our personal example. It is said there | 
are only two ways of converting a ruler—either by 
beheading him or by making him abdicate. But my 
way is to make him a Socialist through love. To kill: 
anybody is absurd. If you teach thousands of people | 
to killeach other, you will not have the rule of Socialists 
but of killers. | 

The Viceroy may call himself a Congressman, as. 
Ido. But will the Viceroy abdicate his throne if I 
ask him to do so? Likewise, there are many who call 
themselves Congressmen, but are they true Congressmen 
as | am a true Socialist ? There ate many who ate lost 
in wealth and the pleasures it brings. 

I firmly believe in truth and love. By love I do 
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not mean -the love of the husband for the wife. 
Nor do I mean the love between father and son, for 
that, too, is based on self-interest. Love for me means 
the relationship between a devotee and his god. 


In South Africa, though the Whites considered me 
their enemy, many of them came to me as friends. If 
Socialism means befriending one’s enemies, I should be 
treated as a true Socialist. 


This conception of Socialism is my own. All 
Socialists should learn Socialism from me. Only then 
can we establish a true Workers’ and Peasants’ Raj. 
Ido not, however, believe in the type of Socialism 
pteached by the Socialist Party. You may treat what I 
say as acry in the wilderness and not listen to me. There 
are people who abuse me to-day and call me a mad man. 


I cannot teach you violence, as I do not myself 
believe in it. I can only teach you not to bow your 
head before anyone at the cost of your life. Therein 
lies true courage. No one can deprive me of this 
coutage, Even when I die, you will have to admit that 
Gandhi was a true Socialist. 

—Shahdara : Jaly 2, 1947 


TO THE CONGRESSMEN 


I have heard from various quattets that ever since 
the acceptance of office by the Congress, it is abandoning 
its tradition of penance, sacrifice and service so painfully 
built up during its glorious history of over 60 years, 
from its humble beginnings in 1885 to the present day 
when it has become a mighty organization having millions 
of followets. They say that it is fast becoming an organi- 
zation of selfish power-seekets and job-huntets. Instead 
of remaining the servants of the public, Congressmen 
have become its lords and masters. The Congtess is, 
moteover, torn by petty intrigues and group rivalries. 


[ 13 ] 


What I say is true of all the provinces. If this continues, 
I am afraid that we would not be able to retain the 
ptecious thing that'is approaching. For that we require 
knowledge, understanding and purity of mind. : 


If the Congtess and the League do not retain the 
tequisite putity and strength, they will find all power 
slipping from their hands. They cannot hope to main- 
tain it with the help of the bayonet like the British. 
All theit power comes from the people who are the real 
masters, though they may not realize it at the moment. 
The Congress has won their confidence through years 
of service. If it betrays them, I am afraid they would 
falla prey to the white-robed goondas of society in whose 
hands all power would pass. The Congress should be 
above patty intrigues and a symbol of unity and service 
of the whole India. 

— Patna: May 22, 1947 


TO THE BLACK-MARKETEERS : 


Black-marketing is rampant in Bihar as in other 
provinces. If the people make up their !minds not to 
buy from the black market even if they have to starve, 
the evil will end to-day. | 


I also advise the merchant class to become honest, 
for black-marketeeting is criminal when the country 
is passing through a period of acute shortage of cloth 
and foodgrains, and Dr. Rajendra Prasad is saying that 
unless food came from outside, he saw no way to prevent 
starvation. I cannot subscribe to this cry of despair. 
If all follow my advice, none need starve in this land 
which is capable of producing all the foodgrains it 
tequites, nor the country would be reduced to the posi- 
tion of a beggar. Australia has offered to sell food- 
etains to India provided the latter sold her linseed in 
return. Such bargaining spirit ill-becomes any country 
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when dealing with another country in dire need. Such 
ate, however, the ways of the world. 


— Patna : May 22, 1947 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SERVICES 


While I have already referred to the black market, 
a businessman tells me that it is perhaps only a few 
traders who indulge in it, whereas the real black market 
is to be seen in the corruption that exists in the Govern- 
ment offices. 


The Government is itself a trading concern. Nevet- 
theless, it makes me sad to think that the members of 
the Services are implicated. It makes no difference 
whether they ate Europeans or Indians, Hindus or. 
Mohammedans. It would be a sad look-out for the 
future of the country if the Services and the people 
encoutaged bribery and corruption. 


What can Rajaji or Rajen Babu do if they are not — 
honestly helped? No elected representative of the 
people can tule by the sword. That is not possible in a 
democratic State. I, therefore, plead earnestly with the 
membets of the Services, whether British or Indian, 
to be true to the salt of India and eschew all dishonesty 
wherever it exists. 


I appeal also to the public to realize the great res- 
ponsibility that freedom is throwing on us and rise to 
their full stature by clinging to truth and honesty. 


— New Delbi : Jane 3, 1947 


TO THE LOVERS OF SWADESHI 


I am told that with the advent of Swadeshi Raj 
in the shape of Swaraj, the spirit of Swadeshi is fast dis- 
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appearing from the land. The stock of Khadi is perhaps 
at its lowest. It is no unusual sight to see what are 
called Gandhi zopies worn by men who are otherwise 
clad in Pardeshi. If that is true on any large scale, the 
dearly loved liberty, in my opinion, would be short-lived. 
Good-bye, then, to the hope of India becoming the 
Light of Asia, as by right it should be. Pardeshi goes 
side by side with luxury which a correspondent says is 
rampant everywhere. I fondly hope that whilst the 
tragic picture might be true of the cities of India, it is 
not so of the villages, if only because they are famish- 
ing. | | 
Immediately after my return to India in 1915, I 
discovered that the centre of Swadeshi lay in Khadi. 
If Khadi goes, I contended even then, there is no Swa- 
deshi. I had shown that the manufactures in Indian 
mills did not constitute Swadeshi. To that belief I 
cling even to-day. : 


If you have the Swadeshi spirit in you, you will . 
refuse to look to the West for the supply of your major 
wants. J have no quarrel in this time of extreme scat- 
city if India imports foodstuffs and cloth from outside, 
provided it is proved that India is wholly unable to 
supply the two wants from within India. This is in no 
way ptoved. I have not hesitated to say and I would 
repeat that India is fully able to manufacture her own 
Khadi and grow her own foodstuffs in her numerous 
villages. But alas! the people have become too lazy 
to lock inward and insist on supplying these two wants 
from within India’s borders. I will go even so far as 
to say that I will face starvation and nakedness rather 
than look to the West to supply the two needs. With- 
ree gtim determination it is not possible to do the right 
thing. 


— New Delhi : Jane 20, 1947 
[ 16 ] 


TO THE HINDUS AND MUSLIMS 


In view of the sourness between Hindus and Muslims 
that seems to be daily growing, is it possible for the 
two to become friends? I answer emphatically that 
the enmity cannot last for ever. We ate brothers and 
must temain so in spite of temporary insanity. But 
perpetual feud is not an impossibility between communi- 
ties, as it is not between two individuals. I hope that 
this would not happen, for in that case we would buty 
the two religions in India and would sell our freedom 
for a mess of pottage. 

| —'Calcutta : May 10, 1947 


I appeal to: the Muslims in the Indian Union not 
to look up to Pakistan for their safety. It is the people— 
Hindus and Muslims in Pakistan and the Union—who 
have to ensure each other’s safety in either Dominions. 


— New Delhi : July 30, 1947 


TO THE SIND HINDUS 


Suffer bravely, but non-violently, unto death. 
But if you cannot do that and must make a disgraceful 
suttender of all including your honour, your women- 
folk and religion, in that case the only safe and proper 
coutse for you to take is migration, not singly, but with 
all the Hindus and other non-Muslims. 


— Press Message : May 14, 1947 


TO THE BIHAR HINDUS 


I want the Hindus of Bihar to create such an atmos- 
phere of goodwill and love in the province that the 
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Muslims who have fled from their homes should return © 
of theit own accotd. ‘The Hindus should win them back © 
through the magnetism of their love and not through — 
flattery. 


— Patna : May 16, 1947 


TO THE INTOLERANT HINDUS 


The thought that 1s uppermost in my mind to-day 
is how to combat the goonda rule that seems to be fast 
enveloping us. This I say of all India, perhaps it is 
true more of less of the whole world. 


Let the Hindus not deceive themselves with the 
belief that all is well with the Hindus. Asa devout. 
Hindu that I claim to be, I wish to affirm that we Hindus © 
will be living in a fool’s paradise if we harboured any 
such thought. Goondaism is no pteparation for taking 
the place of foreign rule. The thoughtless interference 
in prayer meetings is not a small symptom of the disease 
I am describing. 


Intolerance is a form of goondaism. It is no less 
diseraceful than the savagery which we see announced 
in the daily Press. Let all political workers, be they 
Hindus, Muslims or any other, ponder well over what 
is happening before their eyes. Let it not be said by 
the future generation that we were trying to learn how 
to lose the liberty before it was even gained. 


I would ask all the school-masters of India that, 
now that they are no longer under the observation of the 
foreign masters, they should recognize their true func- 
tion even at the risk of their lives to give the right bent 
to the mind of those whom it is their proud privilege 
to mould. 


— Calcutta : May 12, 1947 
[ 18 ] 


It is the duty of everyone to study the scriptures of 
other religions besides those of his own. This enables 
people to keep their religion pute and rid them of blem- 
ishes. Moreover, we have Christians, Muslims, Parsis 
and followers of other religions amongst us. It behoves 
' the Hindus to study their religious books, if they regard 

them as their brothers. | 


¢ 


— Calcutta ; May 14, 1947 


I warn the people against falling into the snare of 
the seemingly plausible argument that in view of 
- Muslim provocation, retaliation is inevitable and the 
only effective method of putting an end to it. To 
answer brutality with brutality is to admit one’s moral 
and intellectual bankruptcy. It can only start a vicious 
citcle of which we have already seen so many manifesta- 
tions. I can only say that if we continue our mad game, 
we will not be able to retain the independence that is 
coming. 

— Patna: May 20, 1947 


I have received thteats that if b persist in reciting 
the Ouran, there will be a black flag demonstration on 
the prayer ground against it. But I will hold the prayers 
in spite of the demonstration. And if all joined the 
demonstration and brought black flags and J/athis and 
began to beat me, I hope I will still go on repeating 
God’s name under their blows, without harbouring 
any ill-will towards them. I might be killed, but they 
would afterwards feel sorry for what they had done. 
If, on the other hand, I retaliated and even succeeded 
in killing a few, I would be ultimately killed and they 
would feel proud of their victory. : 


I have tread the Quran. Nowhere does it preach 
killing of non-Muslims. It preaches justice for all 
human beings: not that all Muslims have lived up to 
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that teaching. But have all Hindus lived up to the 
teaching of the Gita or the Vedas? Does that detract 
from the greatness of the Gita or the Vedas? Why 
should the misdeeds of the Muslims detract from the 
eteatness of the Ouran? It is wrong to develop dislike 
for the scriptures of those some of whom might become 
temporarily insane. 


I believe in God who is the Law and the Law- 
giver. Whatever I say or do, is done in ,His name. 
Call Him by any name you like, God is one and the 
same. 


— New Delhi : May 27, 1947 


TO THE HINDUS AND SIKHS 


I have said to the Hindus that even if the Muslims 
go mad, they should not lose their reason. I am not 
ashamed of giving that advice to anyone. 


The Hindus are in a minority in the Punjab, but 
there ate the brave Sikhs, each one of whom considers 
himself equivalent to 1} lac. Does it mean that one > 
‘Sikh can shed as much blood asiilac? Ithink not. 
It means that one Sikh can stand up to r} lac persons 
against him. In this sense it is a tribute to the bravery 
of the Sikhs. Not one Sikh should stand by and see a 
wrong perpetrated. He should give his life to prevent 
it. My advice, therefore, to the Sikhs also is that what- 
ever might have been the use of the sword in Sikh 
history, in this age of the atom bomb there is no weapon 
like non-violent resistance. It does not make cowards 
of men. It infuses courage even in women. If I 
recommend non-violence, it is because I am convinced 
that it is the weapon of the really brave. 


— New Delhi : May 27, 1947 
[ 20 ] 


If the Sikhs and the Hindus and the Muslims think 
themselves to be the only people that matter and the 
tights of the other communities are in any way less than 
their own, they will prove themselves utterly un- 
wotthy. The curses of the innocent would destroy them. 
Such a Government would never be Rama Raj or the 

Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. 


It is the duty of every citizen to treat the lowliest 
on par with the others. If some persons become mad, 
that is no justification for others to follow suit. 


— New Delhi : May 28, 1947 


TO THE BRAVE SIKHS 


I am proud to claim friendship with the Sikhs. 
It was when the tragedy of Nankana Sahib took place 
that the Sikhs had undertaken to follow my teaching of 
non-violence and truth, whereby they had lost nothing, 


I personally do not see any difference between 
Sikhism and Hinduism. They ate varieties of the same 
faith. When I tread the Granth Sahib written in Deva- 
nagati characters, I have not much difficulty in following 
the language. The thought in the various Dhajanus of 
Nanak Sahib and other Gurus is derived from the Vedas 
and the Puranas. But Ido not mind the Sikhs regarding 
themselves as distinct from the Hindus. Thus regarded, 
I admit that theirs is a desolate condition. 

The remedy, I have no doubt, 1s in their own 
hands. They have to come up to the infinitely higher — 
bravety that non-violence would give them as compared 
to the bravery of the sword. They are industrious. 


They ate to be found in Canada. They ate responsible 4@ 


largely for building the railway to Nairobi and several 
other things I can mention. I adjure them to shed the 
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drink habit and the enervation brought about by the 
luxurious habits in which the Sikh women, I have heard, 
are indulging. It will not do to remind me that the 
others ate no better. ‘The Sikhs, if they are to keep up 
their renown, the fewness of number can only be made 
up for by theit being unequalled in courage and correct 
thinking born of simple life. The sword is a rusty 
weapon. Its very effective substitute is the force of the 
spitit which costs nothing and is indestructible. 


— New Delhi : Jaly 1, 1947 


TO THE QAID-E-AZAM 


Now that the Qaid-e-Azam has got what he wanted, 
it is up to him to give the world the shape of Pakistan 
and make it attractive in word and action. Is it not up 
to him to invite all non-Muslims and show them that 
they would be as happy as the Muslims of Pakistan ? 
What about the Frontier Province? It is a Congress 
Province. If it is to be of Pakistan, the Qaid-e-Azam 
has to convince the Pathans that they would be just as 
well off in Pakistan as in the Union of the Provinces 
of India. 


What should happen is that the Union of India and 
Pakistan should vie with each other in well doing. If 
Pakistan does better, the whole of India would be Paki- 
stan in which there would be neither majority nor minotr- 
ity and all would be equal. If Iwas the President of 
the Muslim League, I would put Pakistan on the screen 
and make it attractive by its matchless beauty. In that 
case, I would be the first one to admit my mistake and 
commend Pakistan to everybody. Will the Qaid-e-Azam 
do this P 


—New Delbi : Jane 6, 1947 
[22 ] 


TO THE MINORITIES IN PAKISTAN 


A non-Muslim friend living in the Pakistan area 
writes :— ss 


“You people ate talking loud about the celebra- 
tion of 15th August next as the Independence Day. 
Have you thought how we the non-Muslims of 
Pakistan are to celebrate the day and with what 
joy in our hearts? We here shall be afraid about 
out own safety when you might be rejoicing. Can 
you ditect us as to what we might do ? Can it be a 
day of anything but mourning? Our Muslim 
neighbours have begun to put fright into our hearts 
from now. What will the Muslims of Indian Union 

. be thinking P Are they not likely to share the same 
fricht. We ate frightened to such an extent that we 
feel we ate in danger of compulsory conversions 
to Islam. It is all very well for you to preach 
courage and to prattle that everyone’s religion 
is in his own keeping. It may be true of Sanyasis, 
not of poor householders having children.” 


All I can answer is that Jinnah Saheb has now 
become the Governor-General of Pakistan. As such 
he says that non-Muslims in Pakistan will be treated 
precisely in the same manner as their Muslim brethren. 
My advice is that we should trust the word and believe 
that no harm will come to non-Muslims in that part of 
India, as none will befall the Muslims in the Indian 
Union. 


Now we have two States in India. Therefore, I 
think that each will have to be responsible to the other 
for the due protection of the minorities. 


This much I certainly believe that coming 15th 
August should be no day for rejoicing whilst the minor- 
ities contemplate the day with a heavy heart. It must 
be a day for prayer and deep heart-searching. 
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There is one condition on which it might become a 
day of universal rejoicing in spite of the two divisions. 
Let both try from now to become true friends so that 
they are teady on the 15th August to give themselves to” 
rejoicing. This, however, is an opinion confined to” 
me alone. 


The same friend asks whether those who, being 
mortally afraid, leave Pakistan will get shelter in the - 
Union. 


My opinion is emphaticonthe point. Such refugees 
should get proper shelter in the Union and vice versa. 
Of course, the rich ones may not expect palatial 
buildings in the Union. I have not seen that done 
anywhere. 


I further believe that the refugees should work 
against food being given to them. No work, no payment. 
I hug the hope that no non-Muslim will have to leave 
Pakistan and no Muslim, the Union. 


The friend again asks: “What will happen about 
land and buildings, if any, left in Pakistan P”’ 

I have said repeatedly that the State should pay the 
present market price of the land and buildings. So 
far as I know, it is customary for the rival State to ensute 
such payment. But let us hope that matters will never 
have to go so far, 


— New Delhi: July 21, 1947 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE INDIAN UNION 


Ali eyes are turned on India—in particular, those 
of Asia and Africa, I had sensed that in the Asian 
Conference. Japan has failed to give the right lead by 
following the path of Imperialism and wheteisshe to-day? 
India has won a mortal victory over Britain because she 
has fought non-violently and that is why the Asian 
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countries hope for proper guidance from her. It is the 
duty of every Indian not to belie these hopes. 


_If Asia and Africa have the right lead given to them 
by India, it would change the face of the world. Just as 
the waters become muddy on the surface when the flood 
(here in the shape of liberty) comes, but flow clear and 
peaceful after the flood, so I hope will the present 
communal strife cease and all the scum fade away. 


— New Delbi.: May 3, 1947 


Today, I want you to realize that Independence is 

at our door. The Viceroy is only the nominal head of 

_ the Cabinet. We would help him by expecting no help 
from him in the government of the country. 


Our uncrowned king is Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
He is working, slaving for us, not as a king but as our 
first servant. It is his desire through the service of 
India to serve the world. 


Jawaharlal is an international figure and he has 
‘friendly relations with all the foreign ambassadors who 
ate now in India. But it is not possible for Jawaharlal 
alone to govern if the people by their indiscipline spoil 
the wotk. He cannot, as did the former autocrats, 
resort to the rule of the sword. ‘That would be neither 
Panchayat Raj, not Jawahar Raj. : 


It is the duty of everyone to make the task of the 
Ministers easy and not force their hands in any way. 


— New Delhi: Jane 1, 1947 


Does the readjustment of the geography of India 
mean two nations? J admit that the division having 
been agreed upon, unity becomes somewhat difficult.. 
But assuming that the Muslims of India look upon 
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themselves as a nation distinct from the rest, they cannot 
become so, if the non-Muslims do not respond. The 
Muslim majotity areas may call themselves Pakistan, 
but the test and the largest part of India need not call 
itself Hindustan. In conttadistinction to Pakistan it 
will mean the abode of the Hindus. Do the Hindus 
feel so? Have the Parsis, the Christians and the Jews 
born in India, and the Anglo-Indians who do not happen 
to have the white skin, any other home than India ? 
I will omit the Muslims for the time being. I suppose 
such is the reason why Panditji refuses to call the non- 
Pakistan areas as Hindustan and loves to call them 
by the proud name of the Union of Indian ,Republics 
from which some Muslim majority areas have seceded. 
Histoty has shown that possession of proud names 
does not make the possessors great. Men and groups 
ate known not by what they call themselves but by their 
deeds. How is this Union to behave? Already the 
taunt is being levelled against the Union that the much- 
maligned Caste Hindus, who are in a hopeless minority, 
will ostracize the millions of the Scheduled Classes 
and (I will add) an equal number of shudras and the so- 
called aboriginal tribes. And, then, what of the other 
insignificant minorities ? The so-called Caste Hindus 
ate on their trial. Will they recognize and do their 
obvious duty and give place to the least in the Union 
by affording them all the facilities to rise to the highest 
status ? And what will they do to the Muslim minori- 
ties? Will they be regarded as aliens or will they be 
made to feel that they cannot be treated as aliens in their 
own land and that they will have all the opportunity 
that the tallest in the Union enjoy? Heaven forbid 
thatthe Caste Hindus so behave as to prove Qaid-e-Azam 
Jinnah’s thesis that the Muslims and the Hindus are 
sepatate nations. Will they rise to the occasion and by 
their character, bravery, incorruptibility and toleration 
ptove to the Muslims of Pakistan that in the Union there 
_ isno discrimination whatsoever onthe ground of religion, 
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caste ot colour and that the only test is merit which 
every industrious citizen of the Union will have ample 
Opportunity to acquite. 


- Iam told that there ate people in the Union who 
have wrongly come to the conclusion that now thete is 
no occasion for Hindustani—a compatible mixtute of 
Hindi and Urdu. There are many holy shrines of 
Islam. Will they be honoured equally with the others P 
Will it be the same with the Muslim seats of learning ? 
On the proper treatment of these and such other ques- 
tions, depends the real unity of India and I say this 
irrespective of what is said or done in Pakistan. “Tit 
for tat’ is the law of the brute or unregenerate man. 
Such men have had their day. The world is sick of the 
application of the law of the jungle. It is thirsting for 
the brave law of love for hate, truth for untruth, tolera- 
tion for intoleration. If this law of regenerate man is 
not to tule the world, it is thrice doomed. 


— Harijan : Jane 22, 1947 


One treads reports of Muslim League speakers hold- 
ing forth that the Scheduled Classes in Pakistan can 
have sepatate electorates. Is that to bea call for joining 
Islam of the Pakistan type? I do not wish to recall 
the tales of forcible conversions. But having heard so 
much from their own mouths, I shudder to contemplate 
the worst. What is the answer to this fear or threat ? 
Undoubtedly there should be no untouchability what- 
soevet in Hinduism, no Scheduled Classes, therefore, in 
India, no caste divisions whatsoever in the eye of the 
law. Hindus are all one, no highor low. All the neg- 
lected classes such as the Scheduled Classes, the so-called 
aboriginal classes should receive special treatment i 
the matter of education, housing etc. On the hoo 
role, they willbe one. This must never mean a worse 
state than the present but better in every way. Will 


ee 


Hinduism come up to the high level or will it court 
extinction by hugging infamous superstitions and aping 
bad mannets ? 


— Harijan : Jaly 6, 1947 


For God-fearing men, all religions are good and 
equal, only the followers of different religions quarrel 
against one another and thereby deny their respective 
teligions. I hope those in the Union of India would 
be worthy of their faiths and would be proud to call 
themselves sons and daughters of the same soil, claiming 
perfect equality in the eyes of the law. Religion is no 
test of nationality but a personal matter between man 
and his God. Inthe sense of nationality they are Indians 
fitst and Indians last, no matter what religion they 
profess. 

— Harijan : Jane 29, 1947 


J am in the midst of flames. Is it the kindness of 
God or His irony that the flames do not consume me? 


— Harijan : June 8, 1947 


I am an irrepressible optimist. We have not 
_ lived and toiled in vain all these years that we should be- 
come barbarians as we appear to be becoming, looking 
at all the senseless bloodshed in Bengal, Bihar and the 
Punjab. But I feel it is just an indication that as we 
ate throwing off the foreign yoke, all the dirt and froth 
is coming to the surface. When the Ganges is in 
flood, the water is turbid. The dirt comes to the sut- 
face. When the flood subsides, you see the clear blue 
watet which soothes the eye. That is what I hope for 
and live for. I do not wish to live to see Indian huma- 
nity becoming barbarian. 


— Harijan :; Jane 8, 1947 
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India is becoming the laughing stock of the world. 
The world asks : Where is your non-violence with which 
you have won your independence? I have to hang 
down my head in shame. Will a Free India present to 
the world a lesson of peace or of hatted and violence of 
which the world is already sick unto death ? 


— Harijan: Jane 8, 1947 


In the India as I see it shaping today, there is no 
place for me. I have given up the hope of living 125 
_ years. I might last a year or two. ‘That is a different 
matter. But I have no wish to live if India is to be 
- submerged in a deluge of violence, as it is threatening to 
do. ‘There is the communal frenzy and they are talking 
of militarization and industtialization. India might 
become a first class military power and a highly indus- 
ttialized country. But where is the place for village 
industries or Khadi, symbols of non-violence in such 
India P 

—Harijan : June 8, 1947 


There is something wrong in the fact that we miss 
the enthusiasm that should accompany such a gteat 
event as the imminent advent of full freedom. The 
- teason for the lack of enthusiasm is no doubt to be found 
in the division of the country into two States which 
ate to be turned into two armed camps. For, there 
is to be no common Defence Force. The army is to be 
_ divided, preparations are being made apace to that end. 
We use to talk glibly during the glorious and strenu- 
_ ous days of opposition to the British Rule of having no 
atmy for the suppression of internecine quarrels which 
would be non-existent and we wanted no Defence Force 
against a foreign enemy. Now, alas! our military 
expenditure is maintained at a very high level without 
any feat prospect of substantial reduction. Indeed, 
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I visualize a definite increase in the military expenditure, 
all for fighting among ourselves. We ate to be engaged 
in a ludicrous tace for the increase of armaments; no 
nation-building expenditure, not for education and the 
like. It is to be all for mutual slaughter. I can dis- 
covet in this no reason for gratification or glorification. 
The outlook is dismal. Is India’s freedom a prepara- 
tion for the abandonment of all we have learnt to prize 
as deat tous? Instead of self-clorification, it is a time 
for deep self-introspection, self-examination and self- 
castigation. As the chief actor in the fight for freedom 
during the past thirty years, Iam certainly full of search- 
ing questions within myself. Isthe fight acclaimed as 
noble to result in this the approaching inglorious end ? 


I cry with the Vedic Seer : 
“O Lord ! Lead us from Darkness unto Light.’ 


— Harian: Jaly 13, 1947 


TO THE ACHING WORLD 


I would love to attempt an answer to a question 
which has been addressed to me from more than one 
quarter of the globe. It is: 


“How can you account for the growing violence 
among your people and on the part of political 
patties for the furtherance of political ends? Is 
this the result of 30 years of non-violent practice for 
ending British Rule? Does your message of non- 
violence still hold good for the world >?” 


I have condensed the sentiments of my correspon- 
dents in my own language. In answer I must confess 
my bankruptcy, not that of non-violence. I have 
already said that the non-violence that was offered 
during the past 30 years was that of the weak. Whether 
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it is a good enough answer or no, is for others to judge. 
it must be further admitted that such non-violence can 
have no play in the altered circumstances. 

India has no experience of non-violence of the 
strong. It serves no purpose for me to continue to 
repeat that non-violence of the strong is the strongest 
force in the world. The truth requires constant and 
extensive demonstration. This I am endeavouring 
to do to the best of my ability. What if the best of my 
ability is very little? May I not be living in a fool’s 
paradise ? Why should I ask people to follow me in the 
fruitless search ? ‘These are pertinent questions. 
| My answer is quite simple. I ask no body to follow 
me. Everyone should follow his or her own inner 
voice. If he has no ears to listen to it, he should do the 
best he can. In no case should he imitate others sheep- 
like. 

One mote convincing question has been and is being 
asked : | 


“If you ate sure that India is goint the wrong 
way, why do you associate with the wrong-doers ? 
Why do you not plough your own lonely furrow and 
have faith that, if you ate right, your erstwhile 
friends and followers will seek you out ?”’ 


I regatd this as a very fait question. I must not 
attempt to argue against it. All I can say is that my 
faith is as strong as ever. It is quite possible that my 
technique is faulty. There are old and tried precedents 
to guide one in such perplexity. Only, no one should 
act mechanically. 

Hence, I can say to all my counsellors that they should 
have patience with me and even share my belief that there 
‘is no hope for the aching world except through the 
‘natrow and straight path of non-violence. Millions 
like me may fail to prove the truth in their own lives. 
That would be their failure, never of the Eternal Law. 
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—New Delhi : Jane 15, 1947 
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Let no one doubt that the salvation of all the ex- 
ploited peoples of the earth and, therefore, of the world 
lies in the strictest reliance on ‘the coin on whose one 
face is written Truth and on the other Non-violence in 
large letters. Sixty years of experience has taught me 
no other method. | 

— New Delhi : May 7, 1947 
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